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May 18, 2021

Dear Amherst Families,

Tomorrow New York State will adopt the updated guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) that eases mask use and physical distance requirements for fully vaccinated people.
While this news can be seen as a step toward returning to “normal” for some businesses, schools are
exempt from this new guidance for this school year. Prek-12 schools will continue to follow the NYS
Department of Health’s existing COVID-19 health guidelines which require masks and physical
distancing, consistent with the CDC K-12 Operational Guidance,

Therefore, at this time, all Amherst CSD staff and students will continue to wear masks and
social distance within buildings and outside while on school grounds during school hours and
for afterschool activities.

Any end of the year events are subject to guidelines outlined in the End of Academic Year Celebrations
guidelines.

Throughout this year our safety protocols have been adhered to by both our staff and students. For the
remainder of this school year, we must continue the routines of mask wearing, physical distancing,
keeping children home when they are sick and answering the daily screen protocol before sending your
children to school.

There are openings still available for children ages 12 to 18 to receive the two-dose Pfizer COVID-19
vaccine at the May 19 Vaccination Clinic conducted by the Erie County Department of Health and
organized in partnership with Daemen College and several local school districts. Please note, for
students ages 18 and under, if a parent is not physically present at the clinic, the students must bring
this completed, signed consent form with them.

Thank you,

Anthony J. Panella, Superintendent
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https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/atoms/files/Pre-K_to_Grade_12_Schools_MasterGuidance.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/operation-strategy.html
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/04/doh_covid19_updatedgraduationguidance_042721.pdf
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/04/doh_covid19_updatedgraduationguidance_042721.pdf
https://apps2.health.ny.gov/doh2/applinks/cdmspr/2/counties?OpID=C1C172BF96670208E0530A6C7C157462
https://www2.erie.gov/health/sites/www2.erie.gov.health/files/uploads/pdfs/COVID-19%20Consent%20for%20Vaccination%20of%20Minors.pdf
http://www.amherstschools.org

